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SEAN RUBY

Ithought you’d like to see some pictures of my car as it nears completion of a full restoration.

I had intended it to be ready

for the National Rally on Next, I got the engine running sweet and then discov-
August4thbutsomeunan-  ered that the rev counter was jumping around. I'd like

9| ticipated problemsmeantit  to thank Clive, whosaid the early series 2 rev counters
‘scompletion was delayed. can’t cope with electronic ignition! Who knew?
Thankfully I had a later rev counter from a donor car
soswapped them over, made a small change to the wir-
ing at the back ofthe gauge, and it cured the problem
immediately

The latest problem is the choke light switch behind the
frontspeaker. It’'s broken and I need to order a correct
replacement so this will delay putting the centre con-
sole, etc back in place.

I’'m making good steady progress but sometimes it feels
like one step forward and one step back! Forexample, 1
removed the rocker covers to get them sprayed in the
correct shade of grey only to notice that one of the valve
springs had a crack in it (Clive Osborn thinks the dyno
room test of the newly rebuiltengine up to 5-6K revs
puttoo much strain on it plus the springs were the orig-
inals).

Once the interior is finished I can then start to focus on
hanging the newly painted Zircon blue wings and
doors.

I replaced the one broken spring as all the others were
fine but we (ie my excellent mechanic friend Richard
and I) took the opportunity to change the 2 rocker
shaftsand 16 rockers (all kosher Leyland/Unipart new
old stock from Pierre Janusz, Rover Parts Service) and
unfortunately lost 2 weeks as a result.

However, as [ have made a commitment to show my
caratthe NEC in November I will definitely be fin-
ished by mid September 1hope.



A Rover P6 wins The Road to Hanoi
Marathon. Outright! Possibly the car’s
firstever outright victory ina major Ral-
ly! And we will beshowcasing the car —
and Peterand Louise-on the ClubStand
atthe NECin November! I was fortunate
tomeet Peterand Louise Morton during
anovernightstop in Thailand. Twoof
the most friendly and engaging people it
hasever been my pleasure toknow, Lou-
ise’sentrance bearing three beers, after
400 competitive kilometres navigating
and after completing thestage check in,
willstick with me for many years! Both
thespecoftheircarand theirstage results
alsobear witnesstoa very high level of
competence.

The Road to Hanoi Marathon Rally was
runover8,500kmand 27 daysin Janu-
ary and early February this year. Four
major Southeast Asian countries were
covered, Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand
and Laos. The Rally was run tostrict
Regularite rulesovera mix of circuit
time trials,ordinary roads(perhaps less
ordinary insuch faraway places)anda
lotofunsurfaced rural roads. Regularite
rulesacttolevel the playing field some-
whatby penalising lack of precision in
timing, rather than outrightspeed. Even
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so,speed is up there with consistency in
thedrivingand navigating.

Anentry listof 26 carsranged from an
actual Works Escort through replica
works Porsche 911 and Mercedes-Benz
350and450SLCsall the way, viaa 1927
LeMans Bentley and 1934 Aston-Mar-
tin 1 litre, toacompletely standard 1953
Bentley R Typesaloon.

Peterand Louise’s Rover PoBhad had a
few European shakedown rallies prior to
competingin the Badawi Trial across
Saudi Arabia, finishingin the Gulf
States. It wasshipped direct to Vietnam,
whereitbore thescarsofhaving bot-
tomed out heavily atthe front, leaving
the tell taledimples forced up into the in-
nerwings.

Soa fullserviceand achange of front
springstoastiffer rating was carried out
in Vietnam. Thatchange made itself
known later, with an uncharacteristic
spinduringa time trial on the Buri-Ram
International circuitin Thailand. They
brought with them to regularity rallying
anadvantage from their pre-retirement
hobby of Admirals Cupracing-aclear
focuson the importance of very precisely

calibrated navigation equipment.Club
Chair Ranald and myselfunderstand
that fully from hisand Karsten’sexploits
on the Monte Carlo Classique.

It's pointless to try todescribe their ex-
ploitsin detail — the photos tellamuch
betterstory! Highlights would certainly
include theovernightstopat Angkorin
Cambodia, where the temple ruinsarea
world heritagesite and famous for their
use in movies. French cuisine in Laos,
highend hotelsand riverside cafesin
Thailand, butalso tiny remote villagesin
the mountains, with kidsagog tosee the
Rally carsand official welcomesinsmall
towns way offany beaten track, roads
winding through steeply terraced rice
paddiesand somuch more. And of
course, roads filled with small motorcy-
clesinstead of cars. Whatan adventure!
Aswell asthe car, Peter will be bringing
hisyoung grandson tothe NECin No-
vember. Always good toenthuse the kids
when they’re young! We would encour-
ageyou tocometo the Clubstand to
meetand chat with them and help them
celebrate!




ABOUT THE CAR

The car looks deceptively standard externally and in the en-
gine bay to even a careful look. It isn’t. They built it to com-
pete in the Paris to Peking Marathon intended to be run in
2020, which was subsequently cancelled due to COVID.

Such long distance rallies impose very particular require-
ments because they take place far from service support and
over rough and unsurfaced roads. Reliability and robustness
are key. Some very intelligent analysis of the P6’s weak points
in these circumstances has been done to arrive at the car you
see. Probably the most important change is the roll cage.

Itis fairly conventional
to link the cage to the
firewall in the area of the
suspension top pivot
arm mounts, and this has
been done. That im-
proves thearticulation
between tirewall and
sills,a known weak
point. Less conventional
are the pickups for the
cage at the rear. The boot
structure on a standard
caris cantilevered off the
ﬁy ends via the D posts,
./ “with little or no support
from the roofstructure
floor pan and_the D
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portvia the D posts, and also strengthening the parcel shelfar-
ea. The result is a much more rigid car, always good news!

The cage is important because of the rear suspension chosen.
Even with a Jaguar diffreplacing the weak point of the out-
putshafts of the Rover diff, inboard brake discs remain. Other
rallying experience highlights that the discs are the first area
at the back to ground out over extreme bumps, smashing the
discs. So outboard brakes were an essential. The solution cho-
sen has factory precedent. P6 experimental cars ran with a
Vauxhall Ventora axle during development work for SD1.
Hence the natural choice ofa suitably moditied Atlas axle
with LSD, as used widely in Group 2 and 4 rally cars, not just
Ford but many others too. In consequence, springs and damp-
ers have changed to coil-overs located to the rear parcel shelf.
Hence the strengthening! Also hence one of the few external
clues, four stud wheels and hubs have replaced the standard
fivestud.

And then there’s the driveline. More power is useful, but relia-
bility is essential. The engine is therefore a brand new 4.6,
built up from an unused Cosco block casting. Cosco re-tooled
the blocks for Land-Rover just before end of production of the
engines and their blocks eliminate the poor registration of
outer envelope and water space that is the root cause of
slipped liners on later engines. From above, there’s not much
tosee. SU carbs are retained because they are much easier to

deal with in the event of dirty local fuels in the middle of 3
world rural stages. Only the radiator is a give away.
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